THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

from the excellent speech to which you have just listened, we divide
our labours ; he instructs me in the art of public speaking, and I
teach him how to cure pneumonia.

But, close as our relations are, I must confess that it was not without
compunction, and even misgiving, that I accepted his hospitable
invitation to-day. I do not profess to be very deeply acquainted with
the science, of medicine. I am a surgeon myself. My experiences
in medicine have been vivid and violent, and completely absorbing
while they were going on. Nevertheless, I cannot claim that they have
given me that broad, detached, general experience which, I believe,
is the foundation for all correct scientific action.

Moreover, to address so distinguished a company on topics with
which one is necessarily not profoundly acquainted is an ordeal. But
the most serious part of my misgivings arose from the fact that I
should have to leave my patient for a while. I have a patient whom I
have been looking after for some years, as you may know, and I am
glad to be able to assure you that she is no longer in mortal danger,
On that I can give you an absolute assurance. You must not suppose
that this has in any way reduced my work ; on the contrary, now that
the greatest danger is passed, my patient has reached a stage where
restiveness, fretfulness, the impatience of convalescence, the weariness
of a long prolongation of the disease, while they do not excite the same
anxiety in one's breast, nevertheless require a very full measure of
one's personal attention.

The recent advances in medicine are most remarkable and inspiring.
Human inventiveness has been fanned by the fierce wings of war.
New drugs of a remarkable healing potency are becoming common-
places of science, and even the latest text-books on many diseases
require to have very considerable annotations and additions made to
them. I personally have never failed to pay my tribute of respect
and gratitude to M and B ; although I am not competent to give you
an exact description of how it works, it certainly has in my case always
been attended by highly beneficial results. Then there is penicillin,
which has broken upon die world just at a moment when human beings
are being gashed and torn and poisoned by wounds on the field of war
in enormous numbers, and when so many other diseases, hitherto
insoluble, cry for treatment. It is a great satisfaction to be able to
congratulate St. Mary's Hospital on their association with penicillin.

The discoveries of healing science must be the inheritance of all.
That is clear. Disease must be attacked, whether it occurs in the
poorest or the richest man or woman, simply on the ground that it is
the enemy; and it must be attacked just in the same way as the fire
brigade will give its full assistance to the humblest cottage as readily
as to the most important mansion. His Majesty's Government have
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